CARLTON cum WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in St Peter’s Church Carlton
On Tuesday 7th February 2006 

Present: Malcolm Stennett, Chairman, Michael Mann, John Coppen, Hedley Francis, Caroline Revitt, and Elaine Read.  M Reynolds as Clerk.  

Apologies  District Councillor Richard Barrett, County Councillor John Batchelor Gill Davis      

2	Previous Minutes.    A minute of meeting 15th November August  was taken as read, prop.  H Francis  sec. J Coppen.  Agreed

Matters arising. The Clerk explained that authorization by the Parish Council of expenditure will have the appropriate Act recorded in the minutes 

4	Affordable Housing.  Sarah Lyons of Hastoe Housing Association made a presentation to the Council explaining affordable housing and Hastoes’ rural specialisation. She distributed notes entitled “Affordable Rural Housing Providers” to those present. Amongst other things Sarah explained that independent research had to demonstrate a need for local affordable housing that could not be met in any other way before land could be developed as an Exception Site. After thanking Sarah for her informative presentation, the Chairman invited councillors to put on the agenda for the next PC meeting any specific issues that they feel should be addressed.

Finance
5.1 2004/05 Audit.  The Clerk reported that due to some contradictory reports on the Internal Audit the External Auditor had requested clarification.  This was not available due to the auditor moving from the area this resulted in further investigation and correspondence.  The invoice for this work had been received but was being challenged as disproportionate to the value of the precept.
5.2 Authorisation for expenditure was given for:
            5.2.1 Church Insurance			£150.00		*
            5.2.2 Clerk’s salary			£450.00  	**
            5.2.3 External Auditor’s fee		The Clerk requested that the invoice be settled by agreement of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, thus avoiding an additional meeting before the end of the financial year
	5.3 Receipts and Payments Reconciliation for 24th January was agreed.
	5.4 Precept The estimate for the 2006/07 precept as prepared by the Clerk was discussed and agreed that the five grass cut per season should continue and that any increase in the 2004/05 audit fee, above that budgeted for, should come out of the forecast carry over. The precept of £1,500 would be requested of the District Council. Pro M Mann Sec. J Coppen.  Agreed
5.5 Grass cutting. The quotation from K H Services for grass cutting in the village for 2006/07/08 was agreed at £ 486.67 per season.  The District Council will only be giving a grant toward four cuts per season, this has been allowed for in the budget. 
5.6 Assets register. It was agreed that the Clerk would draw up an assets register of Council owned items that may not be insured, but are recorded in case of any claims on the Public Liability sections of the Parish Council insurance policy.




6.	Planning
6/1  Application S2287/05/FP  P Wylie Park Cottage,  Parish Council approval given 6/2  Local plan developments. M Stennett informed the meeting that the “Proposals Map” for South Cambs identified Lopham’s Wood as a County Wildlife Site, and Carlton Wood as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSI). Areas along the Stour from Carlton’s side of Weston Green to Raynor’s Bridge, and from the bottom of Acre Road to Sipsey Bridge were Medium Risk Flood Zones. 

Environmental
7/1 Recycling.  South Cambridgeshire District Council have given notice that they will be discontinuing payments to Parish Councils from April 2006.
7/2 War memorial. Cambridgeshire County Council has been requested to give guidance on cleaning Carlton memorial.

Administration
8/1 Document circulation.  The chairman requested that Councillors read and passed on documents for circulation more quickly.  They should be forwarded to the next Councillor on the list after three days.
8/2 Parish Meeting. Following discussion it was agreed that the 2006 Parish Meeting be conducted in the usual manner with refreshments after the meeting to enable parishioners to meet Councillors. The Clerk to organise
8/3 Standard Committee training.  The clerk gave notice of additional training sessions available for Councillors.  There were no names put forward.

9	District Councillor’s Report.  S Agnew brought Councillor’s attention to the wind generators proposed for land in West Wratting parish.  There was no support against the scheme by Councillors. He gave further news of the capping of District Council Community charges by government

Any other business
9/1 Parish Meeting to be held on Tuesday 2nd May 2006.
9/2 Local Elections.  This could include the Parish Council will be held on Thursday 4th May 2006
9/3 Council Meeting.  Next meeting to be held on Tuesday 16th May 2006.
9/4 Roadside damage J Coppen inquired if there had been any progress on the replacement of the water hydrants marker posts damaged by the County grass cutting contractors.  The Clerk to progress.



CHAIRMAN                       DATED

* Section 137 Local Government Act 1972
** Section 142 Local Government Act 1972

THESE MINUTES TO BE AGREED AT THE NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

